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Courtesy of Nicholas Polanin, Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension of Somerset County Agriculture & Resource 
Management Agent.  Anyone suspecting the presence of this beetle should contact the NJDA at 1-866-BEETLE-1 or 
(609) 292-5440.  

ASIAN LONGHORNED BEETLE UPDATE                      DECEMBER 30, 2004 
   
The first truckloads of chips from trees cut down in the Middlesex/Union infestation this week were taken to the 
Rahway incinerator, where they are being burned as an added precaution to ensure the eradication of the Asian 
longhorned beetle. 
  
As of Thursday, December 30, about 480 cubic yards of chips were taken to be burned at the incinerator. The trees 
were those cut in the heart of the infestation in Carteret and Woodbridge. Through an agreement with Covanta, the 
company that runs the incinerator, chips from infested trees are being added to the trash that is burned there.    
  
Through December 30, 686 trees had been removed from the Middlesex/Union infestation area. Of those, 433 
were infested trees and 253 were high-risk host trees near infested trees. Although the initial delimiting surveys had 
identified 410 infested trees, an additional 23 trees thought to be nearby high-risk hosts were actually found to be 
infested once taken down and cut open.   
  
On Monday, December 27, Acting Governor Richard J. Codey issued an emergency order expanding the size of 
the quarantine zone from 10.5 miles to 12.1 miles. This measure was needed after an infested tree was found just 
outside the western edge of the existing quarantine zone in late-November. Firewood and other wood products that 
could be infested with the beetle are prohibited from being moved out of the quarantine zone. The zone covers 
parts of Carteret, Rahway, Woodbridge and Linden. 
  
The expansion of the quarantine zone was covered by the Home News Tribune, Asbury Park Press, the 
Associated Press and WFUV-FM Public Radio based at New York City’s Fordham University.  
  
Crews continued to work along a streambed in the Avenel section of Woodbridge along the Carteret border.  In this 
first phase of cutting, 1,000 host trees will be removed, including those identified as infested. Over the next several 
months, more than 4,000 host trees in total will be removed. 
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