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Posting to 'pestmanagers' listserv courtesy of William Hoffman.This message is to inform you that soybean rust and plum 
pox have been removed from the list of "select agents." Please follow the link below for more details.  

WASHINGTON, March 18, 2005- Press Release: 

USDA FINALIZES REGULATIONS ON AGRICULTURAL SELECT AGENTS AND TOXINS 

WASHINGTON, March 18, 2005—The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service today announced the publication of a final rule that, among other things, removes plum pox and Asian 
soybean rust from the list of select agents and toxins. 

The list of (Plant Pest Quarantine)select agents and toxins was developed by USDA in conjunction with regulations 
governing the possession, use and transfer of these agents and toxins, which have the potential to pose a severe 
threat to public health and safety, to animal or plant health, or to animal or plant products. 

This final rule revises the format and content of USDA’s regulations, which prescribe registration, 
biocontainment/biosafety, incident response and security measures for facilities handling these agents and toxins 
to protect against the use of such agents or toxins in domestic or international terrorism.  

Asian soybean rust is a fungal disease which was naturally introduced into the southeastern United States in the 
fall of 2004. Because the disease spreads primarily by wind-borne spores, it will continue to spread naturally. Asian 
soybean rust has been removed from the list of select agents and toxins to facilitate timely research on 
effective means to manage the disease. 

Plum pox potyvirus is a virus of stone fruit that causes yield losses to growers and reduces the marketability of 
fruit. Plum pox has been removed from the list of select agents and toxins because it does not spread easily 
by natural means and it would be difficult to spread intentionally. 

These amended regulations are now substantially parallel to regulations promulgated by the Department of Health 
and Human Services’ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The removal of plum pox and soybean rust 
from the list of select agents was effective upon signature of the rule. The USDA and HHS final rules are 
scheduled to be published in the March 18 Federal Register. APHIS documents published in the Federal Register 
are available on the Internet at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/webrepor.html. 

For further information, please follow this link:   
<http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/news/2005/03/slctagnt_ppq.html> 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/news/2005/03/slctagnt_ppq.html  

Background: Final rule: Agricultural Bioterrorism Protection Act of 2002; Possession, Use, and Transfer of 
Biological Agents and Toxins. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE; Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service; 7 
CFR Part 331 and 9 CFR Part 121; [Docket No. 02–088–4];RIN 0579–AB47; ACTION: . 

Soybean rust Info:  

Dore Mobley (301) 734-7255; 
Jerry Redding (202) 720-6959



See extensive Southern Plant Diagnostics Network page on Soybean rust @ 
 http://spdn.ifas.ufl.edu/soybean_rust.htm 
http://www.usda.gov/soybeanrust/ 

Plum Pox Virus 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/plumpox/ 
Pest Alert Fact Sheet http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/plumpox/plumpoxfs.pdf 

Patricia D. Hastings 
NJinPAS Coordinator/Assistant Pesticide Safety Education Program Coordinator/New Jersey School IPM Coordinator 
Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension of New Jersey, the Garden State! 
hastings@aesop.rutgers.edu; phone: 732-932-9801 (messages); 732-932-4271 (direct after 4pm) 
PMO websites @ www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu 
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