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Action:  EPA has released for comment the Reregistration Eligibility Decision (RED) document for the insect 
repellent di-n-propylisocinchomeronate (MGK ® Repellent 326). The RED represents EPA's formal regulatory 
assessment of the human health and environmental data base for MGK ® Repellent 326, and presents their 
determination regarding which pesticidal uses are eligible for reregistration. Comments are due to EPA by June 
25, 2004. 
  
Background: MGK® Repellent 326 is used solely as a component of insect repellent formulations to enhance the 
repellency of other formulation components, such as DEET (N,N-diethyl-m-toluamide) or pyrethrins. Currently, all 
MGK® Repellent 326 products intended for human use contain DEET as the primary active ingredient. 

MGK  (the technical registrant) voluntarily cancelled all outdoor and livestock food uses by 1993.  MGK® 
Repellent 326 generally has been shown to have low acute toxicity, with toxicity categories of III (oral and dermal) 
and IV (inhalation). It is not an irritant to the eye or skin and is not a skin sensitizer. However, since 1993, MGK® 
Repellent 326 has been classified as a group "B2", probable human carcinogen. Based on a conservative 
estimate, EPA reports there are potential residential cancer risks associated with use of MGK® Repellent 326 
over a lifetime that must be minimized for the product to be reregistered.  Accordingly, the RED requires: 

1. production and distribution of MGK® Repellent 326 for personal insect repellents is limited to 20,000 lbs of 
a.i. per year.  

2. the maximum concentration of a.i. is reduced and limited to 2.5% for end-use products containing 
MGK® Repellent 326 intended for use on humans 

3. no more than 3 applications per day of MGK® Repellent 326 are allowed to limit potential overexposure 
to young children on children ages twelve and under. 

Source: [Federal Register: May 26, 2004 (Volume 69, Number 102)][Notices][Page 29945-29947]
http://epa.gov/EPA-PEST/2004/May/Day-26/p11778.htm; http://epa.gov/EPA-PEST/2004/May/Day-
26/index.html.  The RED is not yet posted on the EPA reregistration database page @ 
http://cfpub.epa.gov/oppref/rereg/status.cfm?show=rereg. The RED as well as factsheets on MGK® Repellent 
326 are located in the EPA docket on this accessible by clicking' view open dockets' @ 
http://cascade.epa.gov/RightSite/dk_public_home.htm.   

Patricia D. Hastings 
Program Associate in Pest Management 
Pest Management Office 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of New Jersey, the Garden State! 
hastings@aesop.rutgers.edu 
  
See PMO websites @ http://www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu 
See Farm Safety website @ http://www.rce.rutgers.edu/farmsafety/ 
Phone: 732-932-9801 (messages); 732-932-4271 (direct)


