
 
Patricia D. Hastings  

From: "Patricia D. Hastings" <hastings@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>
To: "MAINPAS" <mainpaspartners@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>; "NJinPAS School IPM" 

<NJinPASschoolIPM@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>; "NJinPAS Field and Forage" 
<NJinPASfieldforage@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>; "NJinPAS Vegetable" 
<NJinPASvegetable@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>; "NJinPAS Turf, Ornamental, Greenhouse, & 
Nurseries" <NJINPASturfornamental@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>; "NJinPAS Fruit" 
<NJinPASFRUIT@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>

Cc: "Marie Helmold" <helmold@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2004 11:34 AM
Subject: NJDA Alert: Giant African Land Snails Potential Pest and Health Threat
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Courtesy of Daniel Kluchinski, Chair, Department of Agricultural and Resource Management Agents, and 
Assistant Director of Extension for Rutgers Cooperative Extension, Rutgers- the State Unniversity of  New Jersey. 
  
(Extension staff- apologies for duplicate messaging!) 

May 19, 2004: ALERT BULLETIN from New Jersey Department of Agriculture 
  
Subject:  Giant African Land Snails: Potential Pest and Health Threat 
  
BACKGROUND:  The necessity of this alert bulletin is prompted by the recent discovery of Giant African Snails 
(GALS) being used for science lessons within school systems in several states (Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, 
Wisconsin). These snails are illegal in the continental United States because they are highly invasive and can 
cause extensive damage to important food crops and other agricultural and natural resources.  The snails are 
routinely seized at ports of entry from persons attempting to smuggle them into the country, usually as food 
items.  The pet trade is a pathway only recently discovered.   
  
CULPRIT: "Giant African land snail" is the common name used to describe any of three snail species native to 
Africa and considered serious agricultural pests in the United States.  The giant African snail (Achatina fulica), the 
giant Ghana tiger snail (Achatina achatina), and margies (Archachatina marginata) are large, terrestrial snails that 
reach up to 20 cm (8 inches) in length and 10 cm (4 inches) in maximum diameter.  These snails are about the 
size of an average-size adult fist.  The brownish shell with dark brown vertical stripes covers at least half the 
length of the snail.  Pictures and more information on the GAL can be found at 
<http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ac/giantsnail.pdf>.  
  
CONCERN: As well as being highly invasive to food crops and other agricultural and natural resources, GALS 
also pose a risk to human health. GALS can be infected with a rat parasite Angiostrongylus cantonensis (A. 
cantonensis), also known as the rat lungworm. GALS can carry this parasite after ingesting rat feces 
contaminated with A. cantonensis. The parasite can then be transmitted to humans after handling a snail and 
touching the mucous membranes in the mouth, eyes, nose or an open cut. Humans can also get infected after 
eating raw or undercooked snails, slugs or vegetables that have been contaminated from infected snails. The 
parasite is not spread from person to person. More information about the health risks of A. cantonensis can be 
found on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website at www.cdc.gov <http://www.cdc.gov/> (click on 
the giant African snail link), or call the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services at  609-588-3121. 
GALS infected with A. cantonensis in other parts of the world have been shown to be associated with human 
infection. Snails can also carry Salmonella. If a person has come into contact with a GALS and is reporting any 
symptoms of A. cantonensis or salmonella, it is important to refer them to their physician immediately. 
  
ACTION: If you have a client who has a giant African land snail, or know of anyone who has one, please 
encourage the owner not to give the GALS away or release it into the environment.  Please report GALS to the 
New Jersey Department of Agriculture's Division of Plant Industry at 609-292-5442 or to the US Department of 
Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service office in New Jersey at 609-259-3650.  A representative 
will be sent out to identify the snail and properly dispose of it. 

Patricia D. Hastings 
Program Associate in Pest Management 
Pest Management Office 



Rutgers Cooperative Extension of New Jersey, the Garden State! 
hastings@aesop.rutgers.edu 
See PMO websites @ http://www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu 
See Farm Safety website @ http://www.rce.rutgers.edu/farmsafety/ 
Phone: 732-932-9801 (messages); 732-932-4271 (direct) 
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