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From: "Patricia D. Hastings" <hastings@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>
To: "NJinPAS Mosquito" <NJinPASmosquito@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>; "NJinPAS Advisory Committee" 

<NJinPASadvisory@AESOP.RUTGERS.EDU>
Sent: Monday, June 16, 2003 2:40 PM
Subject: Seller of Electronic Mosquito Repellent Settles FTC Charges
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See 3 links below from the Federal Trade Commission Web Site concerning false claims for  electronic mosquito 
repellant (Amended from posting to PA IPM listerv of April 16, 2003).  Most recent article follows:   

1. August 28, 2002: FTC Alleges Electronic Mosquito Repellent Claims Are False; Sellers Also Lack Evidence For 
Ultrasonic Pest-Control and Air Cleaning Product Claims http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2002/08/lentek.htm 

2. February 4, 2003: Analysis of Proposed Consent Order 
to Aid Public Comment  http://www.ftc.gov/os/2003/02/lentekanalysis.htm 

3. February 4, 2003: Seller of Various Pest -Control Devices and Air Cleaning Products Settles FTC 
Charges  http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2003/02/lentek.htm 

Seller of Various Pest -Control Devices and Air Cleaning Products Settles FTC Charges 

Lentek International, Inc., Joseph Durek, a former Lentek principal, and Lou Lentine, a current 
principal, have agreed to settle Federal Trade Commission charges that they made false and 
unsubstantiated claims in advertisements for their electronic mosquito and pest repellers and their 
air cleaning products. Under the proposed consent agreement, the respondents are prohibited 
from claiming that their MosquitoContro, PestContro, and Sila Air Cleaning products are 
effective unless they have competent and reliable scientific evidence to support the 
claims. 

Lentek International, based in Orlando, Florida, is a distributor of such items as air cleaners, pest-
control devices, housewares, pet products, personal care products, and flashlights. Lentek sells 
these products on the Internet, in retail stores and catalogs, and by individual home distributors. 

The FTC's administrative complaint alleged that the respondents advertised that their 
MosquitoContro devices repel mosquitoes from the user and provide an effective 
alternative to using chemical pesticides in the prevention of the West Nile Virus; that 
their pest -control products drive away mice, rats, bats, cockroaches, and other household 
pests by means of ultrasound and electromagnetic technology; and that their air cleaning 
products remove various pollutants from indoor air through ozone and ionization. According to the 
FTC's complaint, the respondents did not have competent and reliable evidence to support the 
claims made for these products. In addition, the FTC alleged that the claims for the MosquitoContro 
device are false. 

The proposed consent agreement announced today for public comment would prohibit the 
respondents from representing that: 

l any air cleaning product will eliminate, remove, clear, clean, neutralize, sanitize, oxidize, 
control, or reduce any indoor air pollutant, or that use of such product will prevent, reduce 
the incidence of, or provide relief from any medical or health-related condition;  

l Lentek's PestContro products, or similar pest control products using sonic, 
ultrasonic, and/or electromagnetic technology, will repel, control, or eliminate 
rodents, insects, or other pests, or that they will do so in an area of a certain size; 
and   

l Lentek's MosquitoContro products, or similar products, will repel mosquitoes from a 
user's body, or that such products are an effective alternative to the use of chemical 
pesticides or other products formulated to kill or repel mosquitoes,  



unless these representations are supported by competent and reliable scientific evidence.  

The proposed order preserves the FTC's right to seek consumer redress. In addition, it requires 
Lentek to give copies of the order to all current and future employees, principals, and officers. 
Finally the order contains various recordkeeping requirements to assist the FTC in monitoring the 
respondents' compliance.  

The Commission vote to accept the proposed consent agreement for public comment was 5-0. An 
announcement regarding the proposed consent agreement will be published in the Federal Register 
shortly. The agreement will be subject to public comment for 30 days, until March 5, 2003, after 
which the Commission will decide whether to make it final. Comments should be addressed to the 
FTC, Office of the Secretary, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20580. 

  
  
  
Patricia D. Hastings 
Program Associate - Pest Management 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
Mail:  Blake Hall Room 243 
         93 Lipman Drive 
         New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
Phone: 732-932-9801 (messages); 732-932-4271 (direct line) 
Email: hastings@aesop.rutgers.edu 
  
RCE Pest Management Office Home Page: http://www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu/index.htm  
NJinPAS Home Page: http://www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu/NJinPAS/index.htm 
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