
 
Patricia D. Hastings  

From: "Patricia D. Hastings" <hastings@AESOP.Rutgers.edu>
To: "James H. Lashomb" <lashomb@rci.rutgers.edu>; "Mark C. Vodak" <vodak@AESOP.Rutgers.edu>; 

<mahar@AESOP.Rutgers.edu>; "NJinPAS Fruit" <NJinPASFRUIT@AESOP.Rutgers.edu>; "NJinPAS 
Vegetable" <NJinPASvegetable@AESOP.Rutgers.edu>; "NJinPAS Field and Forage" 
<NJinPASfieldforage@AESOP.Rutgers.edu>; "NJinPAS Turf, Ornamental, Greenhouse, & Nurseries" 
<NJINPASturfornamental@AESOP.Rutgers.edu>; "Gerald Ghidiu" <ghidiu@AESOP.Rutgers.edu>

Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2005 5:22 PM
Subject: Ecological Risk Assessment for Carbofuran
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USDA is requesting comment  to the EPA Docket on the ecological risk assessment for carbofuran. Carbofuran is 
an N-methyl carbamate insecticide and nematicide used to control foliar and soil pests on many food crops (mainly corn 
and alfalfa) and on select non-food uses such as ornamentals and tobacco.  
  
Comment submission is particularly important for grower groups that may be affected by changes in the registration of the 
product. (See EPA's announcement below for a list of commodities).     A human health risk assessment is expected to be 
issued for public comment later in the summer 2005.   Please copy me on your responses submitted to the 
EDocket. thanks- pdh.  

Request (as excerpted) from Phil Poli of USDA:    I am sending this EPA notice to all of the 
IPM Centers and several other parties who may be interested, to provide notice that EPA/SRRD 
has released for public comment the Environmental Fate and Effects Division (EFED) risk 
assessment for Carbofuran.  The public comment docket is open until August 23, 2005 (please 
read item #2 below for additional information).  To access the EPA docket to read files and 
comment, please click on www.epa.gov/edocket ... Then, click on EDOCKET FEDERAL WEB 
SITE.  Click on #1 VIEW OPEN EPA DOCKETS.  From there find OPP-2005-0163 and click on 
it. This will show you all the EPA publications in the docket for Carbofuran.  The full revised 
EFED Carbofuran risk assessment is listed under OPP-2005-0162-0006.  However, you will 
want to just read OPP-2005-0162-0003 (Ecological Overview of Carbofuran Risk Assessment, 
10 pages). Please forward this e-mail to other people (grower groups) who would be interested 
in Carbofuran.  Thank you. 
 

 
Excerpted from  EPA Pesticide Program Updates from EPA's Office of Pesticide Programs 
06/24/05 
Carbofuran Ecological Risk Assessment Available for Comment 
 
On June 24, 2005, EPA announced in the Federal Register the availability of the Agency's 
ecological risk assessment and related documents for the carbamate pesticide carbofuran.  
EPA is issuing these documents for public comment as part of the Agency's process to involve 
the public in developing pesticide reregistration and tolerance reassessment decisions.  EPA is 
interested in receiving comments and input to further refine its ecological risk assessment for 
carbofuran.  Comments must be received by August 23, 2005.  A separate document assessing 
carbofuran's human health risks will be issued for public comment later in summer 2005, as 
soon as the Agency completes that step of the review process. 
 
The ecological risk assessment discusses EPA's findings regarding, in part, flowable 
carbofuran's potential for acute effects on birds and mammals, which are predicted to occur at 
all of the labeled use rates examined for all crops.  The document also addresses potential risks 



to threatened and endangered species.  The carbofuran ecological risk assessment for 
endangered species completed thus far has been prepared in compliance with the Agency's 
published methods (See Overview of the Ecological Risk Assessment Process in the Office of 
Pesticide Programs, U.S. EPA, Endangered and Threatened Species Effects Determinations; 
January 23, 2004; available at http://www.epa.gov/espp/consultation/ecorisk-overview.pdf).  
Based on the initial findings of the listed species assessment, EPA has begun informal 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service 
on these issues.  
 
Carbofuran is a broad spectrum systemic insecticide and nematicide registered for control of 
soil and foliar pests on various crops.  Food uses include alfalfa, artichoke, banana, barley, 
coffee, corn (field, pop, and sweet), cotton (seed), curcubits (cucumber, melons, and squash), 
grapes, oats, pepper, plantain, potato, sorghum, soybean, spinach, sugar beet, sugarcane, 
sunflower, and wheat.  Non-food uses include agricultural fallow land, cotton, ornamental and/or 
shade trees, ornamental herbaceous plants, ornamental non-flowering plants, ornamental 
woody shrubs and vines, pine, and tobacco.  
 
The carbofuran ecological risk assessment and supporting documents are posted on EPA's 
Pesticide Docket Web site (http://www.epa.gov/edockets) under docket number OPP-2005-
0162.  See also the Agency's carbofuran Web page, 
http://www.epa.gov/oppsrrd1/reregistration/carbofuran/.  For additional information on this and 
other pesticide issues, see  
EPA's Pesticide Program Web site at http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/. 

Patricia D. Hastings 
hastings@aesop.rutgers.edu; phone: 732-932-9801 (messages); 732-932-4271 (direct after 4pm) 

 
Northeastern IPM Center  

Coordinator for PMSPs and Crop Profiles; website: http://nepmc.org/ 
  

Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension of New Jersey, the Garden State! 
NJinPAS Coordinator/Assistant Pesticide Safety Education Program Coordinator/New Jersey School IPM Coordinator 

PMO websites @ www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu 
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