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Agriculture 

 Public Can Learn How to Join Hunt for the Asian Longhorned Beetle  
Meeting in Carteret to Offer Information, Encourage Participation                    

Press Release by New Jersey Department of Agriculture.  For immediate release, August 27, 2004.  Contact: Jeff 
Beach; jeffrey.beach@ag.state.nj.us;  (609) 292-5531. 

(TRENTON) - A public meeting scheduled for Tuesday, August 31, in Carteret Borough, Middlesex County will 
focus on educating residents about the Asian longhorned beetle and enlisting them in the effort to halt its spread, 
said New Jersey Agriculture Secretary Charles Kuperus.  
 
"In the fight against this invasive pest, alert residents have proven to be our most effective weapon," said Secretary 
Kuperus. "A resident who first noticed the beetle on a backyard tree called authorities and alerted us to the insect's 
presence in Carteret. Then another resident, having seen a news report about the effort to eradicate this pest, 
alerted us to what turned out to be a large infestation along the border with Rahway."  
   
The meeting will be held at 7 pm. at the Thomas Devron Community Center, an annex to the borough library, on 
Cooke Avenue in Carteret. State and federal agriculture and forestry representatives leading the hunt, as well as 
borough officials, are scheduled to attend.  
 
To date, several sites in Carteret and the Avenel section of Woodbridge have trees infested with the insect. In all, 
about 400 infested trees have been found in the area, including along Carteret's border with Rahway. A quarantine 
zone including Carteret, Woodbridge, Rahway and Linden has been established, with restrictions on moving 
firewood, tree trimmings, nursery and other wood products.  
 
Numerous trees in a wooded area along Blair Road near a commercial zone on the Carteret-Rahway border have 
been found to be infested with both adult beetles and eggs. The first sighting of the insect in the borough, on 
August 2, was in a residential area of Elm Street. Tree climbers, surveyors and other specialists have been 
searching the area, visiting properties and inspecting trees.  
 
Asian longhorned beetles, native to China and North Korea, have caused serious tree losses in New York State 
and Chicago, but have been found attacking trees only once before in New Jersey, in Jersey City in October 2002. 
More than 100 infested trees at that site were removed to eradicate the beetle.  
 
The beetle can wreak havoc on hardwood trees such as maples, horsechestnuts, birches and elms. The female 
bores into the bark to lay her eggs. Once hatched, the grub-like young burrow deeper into the tree until finally 
reaching the woody tissue. A year later, as adults, they burrow back out.    
 
Asian longhorned beetles are about 1 to 1.5 inches long and have a shiny black exterior with white spots. Their 
name comes from their long antennae, which are banded black and white. The beetles typically attack one tree, 
and migrate to others when their populations become too dense.  
 
Anyone suspecting the presence of this beetle should contact the NJDA at 1-866-BEETLE-1 or (609) 292-5440. 
For more information, visit the APHIS Web site at www.aphis.usda.gov and click on Asian longhorned beetle under 
"Hot Issues" or visit the Rutgers Cooperative Extension web site at www.rce.rutgers.edu/presentations and click on 
Asian Long-Horned Beetle under "Plant Agriculture."  

 



### 

  
See NJDA web @ http://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/index.html      RCE has a website specifically for ALB @ 
http://www.rce.rutgers.edu/alb/                                            

Patricia D. Hastings 
Program Associate in Pest Management 
Pest Management Office 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of New Jersey, the Garden State! 
hastings@aesop.rutgers.edu; phone: 732-932-9801 (messages); 732-932-4271 (direct) 
PMO websites @ http://www.pestmanagement.rutgers.edu; Farm Safety website @ 
http://www.rce.rutgers.edu/farmsafety/ 
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